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Dr. John Alexander McRae, M.A. 
(Queen’s), Ph.D., D.Sc. (Manchester), 
LL.D. (Queen’s), F.R.I.C., F.R.S.C., was 
Head of the Department of Chemistry 
from 1941 to 1956 and member of the 
chemistry staff for 44 years.  After 
retiring, Dr. McRae was Emeritus 
Professor of Chemistry until his death in 
1960.  
 
Dr. McRae graduated from Queen’s 
University with an M.A. in 1909 and 
joined the University as a lecturer this 
same year.  From 1910 to 1911, he was 
a lecturer at the University of Toronto, 
returning to Queen’s the following year.  
With the exception of the years 
1919-1921, during which he attended 
Manchester University to obtain his Ph.D. 
and D.Sc., he carried out the remainder 
of his career at Queen’s. 
 
John McRae was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Chemistry in 1938 and 
was a fellow of the Royal Instituted of 
Chemistry and of the Chemical Institute 
of Canada.  After retiring in 1956, Dr. 
McRae was honoured with a degree of 
Doctor of Laws from Queen’s. 
 
The McRae memorial lectures were 
established by donations from former 
students, with the first J.A. McRae 
Memorial lecture being given by R.H.F. 
Manske in 1964.  

J O H N  A .  M C R A E  



P R O F E S S O R  A N D R E W  H O L M E S  

 Andrew Holmes was an undergraduate at the University of Melbourne, a PhD 
student (with Professor Franz Sondheimer) at University College London and Royal 
Society European Postdoctoral Fellow at the ETH-Zürich (with Professor A. 
Eschenmoser).  He was appointed to a Demonstratorship at Cambridge in 1972 where 
he remained for thirty-two years, ultimately as Professor of Organic and Polymer 
Chemistry and Director of the Melville Laboratory for Polymer Synthesis.  In 2004 he 
was awarded an ARC Federation Fellowship and Inaugural VESKI Fellowship at the 
Bio21 Institute in the University of Melbourne.  He is now a CSIRO Fellow at CSIRO 
Materials Science and Engineering, a University of Melbourne Laureate Professor at the 
University of Melbourne, Distinguished Research Fellow at Imperial College and was 
the Newton Abraham Visiting Professor, University of Oxford in 2011-12.  He is a Life 
Fellow of Clare College.  His research interests involve applications of synthesis to 
materials science and biology.  He has made extensive contributions in the area of 
light emitting and photovoltaic devices. 
 
 Professor Holmes is a co-recipient of the Descartes Prize 2003.  In May, 2000 
he was elected FRS.  He was appointed AM in the Australia Day Honours List in 2004 
and he was elected FAA in March 2006 and FTSE in November 2006.  In November 
2012 Andrew Holmes received the Royal Medal for applied and interdisciplinary 
sciences from the Royal Society.  He is Foreign Secretary and President-elect of the 
Australian Academy of Science.  From 2000-2003 he was Chairman of the Editorial 
Board of Chemical Communications and he has been an Associate Editor of Organic 
Letters since April 2006.  He is a member of the CSIRO Publishing Advisory Board. 
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